Abstract. This paper investigates the degree of the restriction on the Japanese imports of the agricultural manufactures for the period of 1976 to 2015 by employing annual trade data. We identify the degree of policy interference by the difference of two indicators, namely revealed comparative advantage and net export ratio. Our results indicate that Japan is comparatively dis-advantaged in the imports of the agricultural manufactures. With surprise, we find no evidence that Japan has taken strategic trade policies to improve the comparative advantage by import restrictions.
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